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VIDEO TRANSCRIPT 

Amy on Faith, Genetics, and Opportunities for 
Discussion 

Link to video. 

[Amy]: A lot of times, I feel that faith communities and the scientific community are at 
odds with one another. There is very much an ‘us versus them’ scenario that's set up. 
And I think that both of those communities could really learn so much from one 
another and could really enhance that dialogue and really enrich, enrich this whole 
discussion.  

Thinking about whether or not to terminate a pregnancy that has received a genetic 
test result that would lead to some sort of devastating illness - that's a topic that even 
within the faith community, there's a lot of differing viewpoints on that.  

So some traditions say abortion is completely off the table and others will say that 
there are, there are situations where therapeutic abortion is appropriate. So even, even 
within the faith community, there's, there's a lot of discussion about that and a lot of 
disagreement. 

Many people, I think that receive a very difficult genetic test results may not share it 
with their faith community. I think because there is a lot of misunderstanding and a lot 
of fear associated with that. 

I think the faith community has great opportunities. There's great opportunities to 
educate a large number of people about genetics and genomics and about some of 
these ethical challenges that arise. 

Also, I think one of the key things is that if people learn to understand where many of 
those sticky points are, where many of those real challenges are, where very difficult 

https://youtu.be/IATyexZ6Yxg
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situations for families walking through some of these genetic situations, there's great 
opportunities for faith communities to walk alongside these individuals and offer very 
genuine care and support. 

And I think that's, that's a really important role that the faith communities could play. 
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